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On June 3, 4 & 5, 2005, we join together to
celebrate the life and accomplishments of Dr.
Nobles, as well as the impact his work and the
work of the Institute have had on our society
and institutions of higher learning. Structuring
our education and socialization systems in a
way that acknowledges the cultural back-
ground of the students that are to benefit from
them is crucial to the intellectual and social
development of our young people. Dr. Nobles’
research, teachings and programs have truly
revolutionized the way that education and de-
velopment are now approached, and have
made productive and happy lives possible for
countless students who would not otherwise
have had that opportunity. On behalf of the
9th Congressional District, | salute and thank
Dr. Wade W. Nobles for his service to the Bay
Area, the State of California, our country and
the world.
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to rise
today to honor an extraordinary public servant,
Earl Phillips, as he says farewell to the Peace
Corps and embarks on a new life journey. Mr.
Phillips has diligently served as the Country
Director for the United States Peace Corps for
the Eastern Caribbean for 6 years. However,
his lifetime achievements do not stop there.

Ranging from community revitalization to ca-
pacity building, Mr. Phillips’ incredible gen-
erosity has touched many lives. As his wife, 5
children and 7 grandchildren can attest, he
has dedicated his life to the betterment of oth-
ers. So much so, that even after raising his
children, he and his wife Victoria decided to
join the Peace Corps and served as volun-
teers in Ghana, West Africa from 1996-1998.
While at that post, Mr. Phillips played a signifi-
cant role in the planning of President Bill Clin-
ton and the First Lady’s trip to Ghana—the
first leg on their historic tour of the African
continent.

He also has incredible ties not only to the
great State of New Jersey but also my Con-
gressional District. As a resident of Newark,
he excelled as an athlete at South Side High
School. After attending Howard University and
serving in the military, he returned to our
hometown where in 1970, he became Presi-
dent of the Urban League. From 1972-1973,
he served as the Director of the High Impact
Anti-Crime Commission. During his tenure, he
designed and supervised a national program
that reduced street crime by 20%. Upon leav-
ing the anti-crime commission, he worked, for
5 years, as the Director of the Redevelopment
and Housing Authority (RHA), also in Newark.
He later went on to serve as the Executive Di-
rector of 4 additional housing authorities in
large metropolitan cities.

Mr. Speaker, | invite my colleagues here in
the U.S. House of Representatives to join me
in honoring Mr. Earl Phillips, as he leaves the
United States Peace Corps, and in expressing
appreciation to him and his wonderful wife Vic-
toria for their service to our Nation. During his
time in the Peace Corps, he served as an out-
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standing spokesman and goodwill ambassador
for his country. Beyond the Peace Corps, his
life achievements speak volumes about his
generosity and dedication to a cause bigger
than himself. | am proud to have him as a
dear friend and wish him never-ending suc-
cess in his future endeavors.

———
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Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Aliya Robin Deri’'s exceptional
showing in the Scripps National Spelling Bee.
The sharpest young minds in America gath-
ered to compete in this contest with 278 stu-
dents competing in the 78th annual spelling
bee. Overcoming a litany of complex vocabu-
lary, Aliya tied for second place after 18
rounds of careful spelling and concentration. A
resident of Pleasanton, California, Aliya is a
champion of many skills. She plays violin,
viola, and piano and is a member of two or-
chestras. She also swims competitively and
also enjoys diving, Indian dance, and Tai Chi.
While most contestants in the spelling bee
were from the United States and its territories,
fourteen were foreign students from Canada,
Bahamas, Jamaica and New Zealand. Aliya
misspelled “trouvaille,” meaning windfall, in
the 18th round, but | want her to know that our
windfall is to have such a gifted and talented
individual in California’s 11th Congressional
District.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the outstanding efforts of this bright and
gifted young woman. | would also like to in-
clude the following article for the record.

[From the Associated Press, June 2, 2005.]

KASHYAP SPELLED ‘‘APPOGGIATURA’ RIGHT
To WIN

WASHINGTON.—Bursting into tears, eighth-
grader Anurag Kashyap of California became
the U.S. spelling champ Thursday, beating
272 other spellers in a tough two days of
competition. He said he felt ‘‘just pure hap-
piness.”

Anurag, 13, of Poway clinched ‘‘appog-
giatura,” a melodic tone, to take home some
$30,000 in prizes. He won in the 19th round of
the 78th Annual National Scripps Spelling
Bee.

Anurag, a straight-A middle-school stu-
dent whose favorite subject is science, tied
for 47th in last year’s spelling bee. That ex-
perience ‘‘helped me to know what I should
study to . . . like, win this thing,” he said
afterward, repeatedly hiding his face behind
his cardboard number.

Tied for second place were 1l-year-old
Samir Patel, who is home-schooled in
Colleyville, Texas, and Aliya Deri, 13, a
Pleasanton, California student.

Aliya was tripped up in the 18th round by
‘“‘¢rouvaille,” meaning windfall. Just after,
Samir fell to ‘‘Roscian,” meaning skilled in
acting. Two years ago, when Samir tied for
third place, bee winner Sai Gunturi predicted
that he would be a force to be reckoned with
in future contests.
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When the sixth round ended in the early
afternoon of the second day, only 27 spellers
remained, including a half dozen home-
schoolers. Home-schooled students have won
twice before, in 1997 and 2000.

After the 14th round, only three spellers
still stood—Anurag, Aliya and Samir.

During the day, Anurag whizzed through
relatively easy words such as prosciutto, an
Italian dry-cured ham, and more difficult
ones like hodiernal, meaning ‘‘of this day.”

Needing only one more correct spelling to
win, he began methodically, going faster and
faster as he finished the long word: ‘““‘A-P-P-
0-G-G-I-A-T-U-R-A.” He covered his face and
rushed to hug his father.

Most of the contestants at the bee’s start
were from the United States and its terri-
tories, but 14 were foreign students. There
were 11 from Canada and one each from the
Bahamas, Jamaica and New Zealand.

It was in the fourth round Wednesday that
Dominic Errazo got a word he could relate
to, ‘“‘emetic,” which means inducing one to
vomit.

“It sounds like the nervousness I get up
here,” said the seventh-grader from Goose
Creek, SC. He spelled it correctly.

Each speller wins at least $560. The first-
place winner gets $28,000 in cash, scholar-
ships and bonds, plus books from Encyclo-
pedia Britannica. That’s about $10,000 more
than in previous years.

The contest is administered by E.W.
Scripps Co. The youngsters all won local
contests sponsored by newspapers.

——
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Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, it is with heartfelt joy that | rise today
to offer my best wishes for the recent mar-
riage of John Rothrock and Britt Moses.

For the last 6 years, John Rothrock has
served loyally and faithfully as my Chief of
Staff. In this capacity, | have witnessed first-
hand the depth of John’s love for Britt and the
strength of his commitment to her. It has been
my great fortune to personally observe the
warm affection and special bond they share.

Last Saturday, June 4, 2005, John and Britt
took their vows, expressing their mutual devo-
tion and love for each other. | was extremely
proud to join their friends and family in cele-
brating this special day.

Marriage is a wonderful institution and | am
confident that the union of John and Britt will
be another lasting testament to the sanctity of
marriage. As they start their new life together,
| trust John and Britt will be a blessing to one
another, partners in all aspects of life, and for-
ever mindful of the love they feel today.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the 109th Congress to
join me in congratulatihng Mr. and Mrs.
Rothrock on their recent union and in wishing
this couple a lifetime of happiness together.
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